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For the Feast of All Saints. 





Unstitution of the Feast. 


HE first record of a celebration of the feast of All Saints 
in the East, we find in a sermon of Ephraem the Syrian, 
on ‘‘those who have fallen asleep in the Lord.’’ It 
begins with the words: ‘‘The brethren, whom Christ has 

summoned from our midst, have caused us toassemble for a gen- 

eral celebration; for their sakes we have assembled to praise 

Christ.’’ This feast is also referred to in the title of a sermon by 

St. John Chrysostom, which reads: ‘‘Discourse for the feast of 

all the martyrs who have suffered upon earth.’’ 

Pope Boniface IV. first suggested the celebration of this fes- 
tival in the West, when in 610 he ordered that the Pantheon, a 
pagan temple at Rome, dedicated to all the gods, should be con- 
verted into a Christian church, and the relics of the saints, dis- 
persed through the different Roman cemeteries, taken up and 
placed therein. He then dedicated the church to the honor of 
the Blessed Virgin and all the martyrs. In the year 834 Pope 
Gregory IV. ordered the commemoration not only of all the 
martyrs, but of all the saints, and not only in the above mentioned 
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church but throughout Christendom, ‘“‘to praise the Lord in all 
those, who, having been numbered with the children of the 
Church Militant here below, have received eternal beatitude.’’ 

In the cycle of feasts the festival of All Saints is placed at 
the close of the ecclesiastical year, and loudly proclaims the 
petition contained in the invocations of the Litany of All Saints: 
‘‘All ye holy Men and Women, saints of God, make intercession 
for us.’’ The elect in heaven are the glorified children of God, 
and are united with Him by the closest ties of friendship. We 
too are united with them, for we are members of the same body to 
which they belong, and as one member supports the other, thus 
will they not refuse us their assistance. Christ has promised that 
His faithful servants shall reign with Him in heaven. Through 
the invocation of His saints, the expression of our prayer to God 
becomes more humble and confiding. For this reason we turn to 
the blessed in heaven, in the litany of the saints, and ask their 
intercession. We do not say tothem, ‘‘Have mercy on us,’’ but, 
‘Pray for us,’’ thereby observing to the letter the distinction 
which the Catholic Church makes between veneration and adora- 
tion. No saint can help us by his own power, but only by a 
petition addressed to God, Who is almighty and Who alone is to 
be adored. It belongs to Him to exercise mercy; the saints can 
only pray for us. 

The more faithfully one has served God on earth, the greater 
will be the power he receives in heaven. Therefore, Christian 
souls, convinced of their unworthiness of being heard by God, in 
their many necessities turn to these friends and favorites of God, 
that, as the Church prays, ‘“‘what of themselves they are unable 
to obtain, may be granted to them by their intercession.’’ 


Praise God in His Saints. 


The pious veneration and invocation of the saints is the ful- 
fillment of the words of the Psalmist: ‘“‘Give praise to God in 
His saints (Ps. cL. 1. ), and at the same time the sight of so numer- 
ous a company of intercessors with God, elevates and rejoices the 
heart. If Christians on earth should, according to the exhortation 
of St. James, pray much for one another, how could the saints 
in heaven forget their brethren? If the prayer of a just man on 
earth availeth much, what may we not expect through the inter- 
cession of the glorified friends of God. The holy Scripture says 
of the Prophet Jeremias, ‘‘he prayeth much for the people, and 
the holy city’’ (2 Mac. xv. 14). It speaks also of the prayers 
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of all the saints, which were offered in golden censers and upon 
the golden altar, which is before the throne of God (Apoc. v. 8, & 
viii. 3). On the feast of All Saints, the Church, commemorating 
the intercession of the saints, prays: ‘“‘Almighty, everlasting Ged, 
Who givest us to venerate in one solemnity the merits of all the 
‘saints: we beseech Thee to bestow upon us, through our multi- 
plied intercessors, the fulness of Thy propitiation.’’ 

Furthermore the commemoration of the saints of God con- 
tains in itself an express exhortation to imitate their example. 
Our lives should be in harmony with what we honor inthem. ‘Be 
ye followers of me, as I also am of Christ,’’ says St. Paul, and all 
the saints of heaven repeat these words of the Apostle of Nations. 
The commemoration of all the saints brings forcibly before our 
mind the words with which St. Augustine began his conversion : 
“If these could do it, why cannot I.’’ 


Corresponds witb the Season of the Wear. 


The feast of All Saints corresponds with the season during 
which it occurs. Everything in nature dies off, the leaves on the 
trees decay—everything reminds us of the perishableness of earth- 
ly things. This feast has also its proper place in the ecclesiastic- 
al year. In the cycle of her feasts the Church gives expression 
to the truths contained in the Apostles Creed. As the Creed ends 
with the words: ‘‘the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting,’’ thus the 
feast of All Saints, which reminds us of these truths, occurs at 
the end of the ecclesiastical year. Here again we perceive the 
deep and mysterious meaning peculiar to the Church's worship. 
In the course of the year, whose golden cycle is adorned with the 
great feasts of Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost, as with three 
glittering gems, are inserted the feasts of the saints and especially 
those of the Blessed Virgin, the most glorious example of sanctity 
and at the same time the Mother of grace. During the time in 
which the Church commemorates the sorrowful passion of Christ, 
they are omitted almost entirely; but when she places before us 
the fruits of redemption and the kingdom of grace in the Holy 
Spirit, then they appear before us in brilliant array and terminate 
in the grand closing scene of All Saints. 


The Mass of the Feast. 


The epistle and gospel chosen by the Church beautiful- 
ly explain the signification of the feast of All Saints. The 
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epistle of this great day, so dear to the Christian heart, pictures 
in colors as bright and glowing as the human tongue is capable 
of expressing, the thousands and thousands of saints of all times, 
whom St. John the Evangelist saw in his wonderful vision and of 
whom he wrote: “I saw a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, tribes, and peoples, and tongues, standing 
before the throne and in the sight of the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands’’ (Apoc. vii.9). Although 
the multitude of the blessed were clothed in shining white, and 
surrounded with glory, still the holy Apostle distinctly remarks, 
that they were gathered together from all nations and peoples. 
The gospel of the day also harmonizes most beautifully with this 
great and holy festival. It is that sublime gospel of the Eight 
Beatitudes, of which the Emperor Napoleon once said, ‘‘This is 
the most beautiful page ever written upon earth.’’ 

Bishop Eberhard very appropriately calls this gospel a letter 
from the saints in heaven to their brethren upon earth. He says: 
‘In this gospel they salute and invite us, all they, whom the Lord | 
with His sacred lips has called blessed.’’ ‘‘All the saints salute 
you’’ (2 Cor. 13). They announce it is well with’them, that 
nothing is wanting to them, that inexpressible happiness is theirs. 
Their happiness is so exuberant that they give expression to it in 
manifold ways: ‘‘We have been poor in spirit; now we possess 
the kingdom of heaven. Weare those whom God has comforted; 
the hunger and thirst of our souls is now stilled forever; we have 
obtained mercy. Wesee God; we are children of God; we are 
those who once were persecuted; how great is now our reward in 
heaven.’’ Again and again, eight timesover, “‘Weare blessed.’’— 
On the feast of All Saints each country invokes its special pro- 
tector, each state in life its patron, each family its saint,—for no 
family is so poor, that it has not among its deceased relatives 
some, whose names are written in the book of life, and who are 
numbered among the inhabitants of heaven. Thus the feast of 
All Saints is a general and at the same time a particular feast; 
and each individual Christian pours out to God his gratitude for 
the graces bestowed upon the saints, and for those he himself 
has received through their intercession. 
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Consolation for the Poor Souls. 


The Most Excellent Acans. 


a] HE most precious propitiation which man can offer to God 
for the poor souls, is the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. St. 
Chrysostom says, ‘‘Well did the Apostles order the me- 
mento for the dead to be made at the celebration of the 

tremendous Mysteries, for they knew, that the souls of the faith- 
ful departed would derive great benefit therefrom.’’—The angelic 
doctor St. Thomas teaches the same, when he says: “There is 
no other oblation by which the souls can be more speedily released 
from purgatory, than the Sacrifice of the Mass.’’ The Council 
of Trent declares: ““There is a purgatory and the souls there 
detained are assisted by the suffrages of the fatthful, but 
principally by the acceptable Sacrifice of the Altar.” 

“All good works together are not of equal value with the 
Sacrifice of the Mass,’’ says the holy Curé of Ars, *‘because they 
are the works of men, and the holy Mass is the work of God. 
Martyrdom is nothing in comparison therewith; it is the sacrifice 
that a man makes of his life to God; the Mass is the sacrifice that 
God makes to man of His body and of His blood. Zhe Son of 
God really offers Himself upon our altars.” 


They Offer to God the Full Amount of the Debt Still Owing. 


What has been said is easily explained. In the Mass, the priest 
and the people who are present, not only pray for the faithful 
departed, but at the same time they offer to God the full amount 
of the debt still owing to divine justice, and thus appease 
His just anger. Let us take an example. Supposing a judge 
had condemned a poor man to a hard imprisonment on account 
of his debts and was about to have him conducted to his dungeon. 
This hard-hearted judge would not easily be moved by a petition 


for the release of the man. But should his debts be paid in full, 
the judge would at once set the poor man free. 


The holy souls are still captives in that awful, fiery prison on 
account of the punishments due to their sins, and the stains which 
still cleave to them. If, moved by compassion, we plead for 
them, and bestow on them the merit of our prayers, we can, it 
is true, discharge a part of their debts. Still, if our prayers are 
not most fervent and do not proceed from a heart in a most per- 
fect disposition, we may not so easily hope that the souls for 
whom we pray are thereby released from their torments. But if 
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we hear Mass for a poor soul, or cause one to be said, and offer it 
to divine justice with that intention, we can rest assured that we 
pay at any rate a considerable portion of its debt. For what 
offering is made in the holy Mass? J/¢ zs the most holy, venera- 
ble, spotless humanity of Christ, that humanity which ts at 
the same time untted with the Divinity, Christ Himself with 
all His wounds and sufferings, and His most precious blood. 


The Child and a Storm at Sea. 


It is related of a celebrated captain, that being once surprised 
by a terrible storm at sea, he took a child into his arms, and rais- 
ing it towards heaven, vowed to dedicate it to the service of God, 
if the storm should abate. The hurricane ceased at the same 
moment. Now if the innocence ofan ordinary child has so much 
power with God, what power must not the perfect sanctity and 
spotless purity of the Son of God Himself have? 

How much punishment is remitted by a holy Mass is uncer- 
tain; for although the fruits of the holy Sacrifice are infinite, as 
are those of the cross, for the perpetual commemoration of which 
it has been instituted, and although poor souls are often released 
by a single Mass, we must not conclude from this, that one Mass 
is sufficient for every soul, or that the holy Sacrifice need be 
offered but once for all the deceased. St. Thomas Aquinas says 
that, although the power of the holy Mass is infinite, its applica- 
tion by God is limited; and it is applied according to the zeal, de- 
votion, and preparation of those who offer it, and especially of 
those for whom it is offered. 

If then death has entered our homes and claimed a victim, 
we should not be satisfied with having the holy Sacrifice offered 
but once, on the contrary we should have a Mass said as often as 
possible, in order not to expose our beloved departed to the dan- 
ger of having to remain for a long time in the flames of purgatory. 
The holy Pope Paschal granted indulgences for those souls, for 
whom Masses were said in the chapel of St. Praxedis in Rome. 
And he himself very devoutly celebrated five Masses in this chapel 
for a nephew of his, that had died. On the fifth day, while at 
the altar, he saw the Blessed Virgin conduct to heaven the 
soul of the young man, which had been released from the 
flames of purgatory. 

Origin of the Gregorian Masses. 

St. Gregory the Great relates in his Dialogues that a monk 

of his monastery, named Justus, being skilled in physic, with the 
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permission of his superior practised his profession. He secretly 
received and concealed five pieces of gold. This was a grievous 
transgression of the vow of poverty. By the wise counsel of his 
brother Copiosus, to whom he had revealed his sin, and humbled 
by the wholesome sentence of excommunication, which had been 
pronounced against him, he died, penetrated by a true contrition 
for his sin. But as St. Gregory wished to instil in the hearts of 
the brethren a great horror for this sin, he did in no wise recall 
his sentence, but commanded him to be buried in a dunghill and 
the money to be cast into the grave with him, the brethren the 
while saying with one voice, “‘Thy money be with thee unto 
perdition.’’ 

Some time after, feeling compassion for the poor brother, the 
Saint called the Prior Pretiusus to him and with a heavy heart 
said to him: ‘‘It is now a good while since our brother who is 
departed remaineth in the torments of fire, and therefore we must 
show him some charity, and labor what we may to procure his 
deliverance: wherefore go and see that. for thirty consecutive 
days Sacrifice be offired for him, so that no day pass, in which for 
his absolution and discharge the healthful Sacrifice be not offered.’’ 

The prior forthwith departed and put the command into exe- 
cution. In the meantime, being busied about other aff.irs, neither 
the prior nor St. Gregory took heed to the days that had passed. 
Upon a certain night the deceased monk appeared to his brother 
Copiosus, who, seeing him, exclaimed: ‘‘What is the matter, 
brother, and how is it with you?’’ to whom he answered, ‘Until 
now it has not been well with me, but from now I shall be taken 
up into the communion of the Saints.’’ The days were then 
counted, which had elapsed since the first holy Mass, and it was 
found to be exactly the thirtieth day. 

Even though it be uncertain how much temporal punishment 
is remitted by a Mass that we have heard or have had said fora 
poor soul, it still remains true ¢hat the holy Mass ts the most 
powerful means of releasing souls from purgatory. St. Jerome 
says, that during the time a Mass is being celebrated for a poor 
soul it is free from pain. The same holy doctor asserts, that each 
time Mass is celebrated multitudes of souls are released from pur- 
gatory and enter heaven. 

St. Antonin tells us, that the sister of St. Thomas of Aquin 
appeared to her brother after her death and begged him to say 
a holy Mass for her. St. Thomas complied with her request, 
whereupon he saw the soul of his sister ascending to heaven. 
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A Doly Mass from Early Morn until Wine O'Clock. 


A very devout monk relates: “‘St. Thomas Cantimpre was 
saying Mass for the faithful departed. When he had reached the 
‘Agnus Dei,’ he heard many voices, as if at a great distance, 
calling out: ‘Hasten, hasten to receive the kiss of peace, for 
the Mass is nearing its end.’ At the time of holy communion, 
as he held in his hands the sacred body of Christ, he fell into an 
ecstasy and saw a multitude of poor souls, hastening to recetve 
the kiss of peace. When these had received it, they retired, and 
summoned others with the words: ‘Hasten, hasten, Mass is al- 
most ended.’ Thus the Saint remained at the altar from early 
morn until nine o’clock. He then concluded the holy Sacrifice, 
after which, at the command of his superior, he related his vision 
to the assembled brethren.’’ 


Doly Mass During Lifetime More Profitable. 


Further, it is certain that a Mass said or heard in one’s life- 
time has much more satisfactory value than one said after death. 
According to St. Anselm, a single Mass in one’s lifetime ts 
equivalent to many after one’s death. How are we to account 
for this? 

Every Mass which a man has said for himself or only hears, 
obtains for him an increase of glory in heaven, if he is in the state 
of grace; this is not the case when Mass, or even thousands of 
Masses, are offered for him after death. 

All the Masses which we hear, or which are said for us, will 
await us at our death: they will go with us to the judgment-seat, 
they will implore mercy for us, and if they do not preserve us alto- 
gether from the cleansing flames they will at any rate shorten the 
time of our detention. But if the Masses are not said until after 
our death, we will have to await in anguish the alleviation they 
will bring. Our sojourn in this world is a time of grace, afterwards 
comes the time of just retribution; z¢ wi// be far easter for us 
to make our peace with our Judge now than it will be here- 
after. St. Bonaventure says: ‘‘A slight penance voluntarily 
performed in this world has more value in the sight of God than 
compulsory penance of much greater severity in the world to 
come; just as we value a small piece of gold more than a large 


lump of lead.”’ 
This May Avail Him More. 


Oh, could we but see how the holy souls are refreshed and 
how many are released through the power and efficacy of the 
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holy Sacrifice, we would hasten in a spirit of Christian charity to 
have the holy Mass offered for them. If we cannot have Mass 
said for them we may at any rate hear Mass as often as possible 
forthem. Tambourini once said to a poor widow who complained 
to him that she was unable through poverty to have Mass said for 
her deceased husband: ‘‘Go to church and hear many Masses, and 
offer them to God for your husband; very probably this may avail 
him more than if one Mass were said for the repose of his soul.’’ 
Although it is undeniably more to have Mass said than merely to 
hear it, yet each time we hear Mass for some suffering soul its 
pains are mitigated, and it is sprinkled with the blood of Christ 
in virtue of the oblation offered to God. Never was a cooling 
draught so grateful to the lips of a fever patient as the precious 
blood of Christ is to the souls in purgatory, when shed for them 
and mystically sprinkled upon them in holy Mass, in its power 
to cool, refresh, cleanse, and ransom them. 

It is true we can offer the precious blood of Jesus Christ at 
any time or in any place, but during the holy Sacrifice this 
offering has far greater power and efficacy, because the offer- 
ing then takes place not only in words but in reality. Should 
we happen to be in a church while several priests are saying Mass, 
we should not neglect to make the intention to hear and offer all 
the Masses for the poor souls. This is easily done if at the time 
of consecration we say, ‘‘O Lord, I offer to Thee the precious 
blood of Jesus by the hands of the priest, for the poor souls.’’ 
Our Lord revealed to St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi, who often 
and fervently offered the precious blood for the living and the 
dead, how pleasing it is to God frequently to make this offering. 
He often showed her the souls that she had thereby converted in 
the world and those whom after their death she had released 
from purgatory. He who communicates devoutly during holy 
Mass for the poor souls, helps them most efficaciously. 





Blessed St. Benedict’s Medals. 


In future we will distribute only the St. Benedict’s Jubilee Medals. If 
any of our readers should desire such, we will be pleased to send them. 
As medals can not be sold after they have been blessed, and in order to 
guard against any possible loss of indulgences, we think it advisable that 
those who desire Jubilee Medals send the offering in advance. We will 
have medals blessed every Monday, and after the blessing they will be 
forwarded to those who have requested such. 
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Sbort Questions and Answers Concerning Purgatory. 


s there a purgatory and is it an article of faith that there is 
a purgatory ?—Yes, the Councils of Trent and Florence 
have declared that there is. 
Do the poor souls suffer in purgatory ?—Yes, this also is 
an article of faith. 

How many kinds of punishment are there in purgatory ?— 
There are two kinds of punishment: first, the pain of loss or 
privation, that suffering by which the poor souls are deprived of 
the beatific vision of God; second, the pain of sense, or the suffer- 
ing which is similar to that which we suffer in our senses. 

Of the pains of sense, which is the greatest ?—According to 
common opinion it is the suffering caused by fire. 

How can fire torment the soul?—In a miraculous but actual 
manner, according to the teaching of St. Augustine. 

Does the pain of loss exceed every earthly pain?—Yes, this 
is the opinion of theologians. 

Do the poor souls all suffer in the same manner?—No, the 
poor souls all suffer unspeakably; nevertheless some suffer more, 
others less. 

Are their sufferings voluntary ?—They are not voluntary in 
this sense of the word, that they could free themselves from them 
if they wished; but in this sense, that amid their severe torments 
they suffer willingly in consideration of the heavenly treasures, 
for the enjoyment of which these sufferings prepare them. 

Can the poor souls commit sin?—No, since their separation 
{from the body they are justified and confirmed in grace. 

Can they still acquire merit ?—No, they can neither increase 
their merits, nor mitigate their sufferings; they must make atone- 
ment, and satisfy for their offences. 

Can the poor souls obtain graces for us?—Yes, many learned 
men think that the souls suffering in purgatory pray for those, 
who pray for them. 

Do the poor souls know our needs ?—They know the necessi- 
ties to which mankind in general is subjected, and the angels can 
make known to them our peculiar dangers and individual needs. 

Are the poor souls certain that they are in the state of grace 
and that they will attain to eternal beatitude ?—Yes, they know 
it for certain. 

Is it useless for a person in the state of mortal sin to pray or 
perform good works for the poor souls?—No, these prayers and 
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good works may be applied to the poor souls, for God often hears 
the prayers even of sinners, not indeed because of justice, but 
because of his infinite mercy. 

Does not the efficacy of a good work depend in some measure 
upon the merits of him who performs it ?—Yes, because the per- 
sonal merit of him who performs a good work increases its value. 

What good works help the poor souls most ?>—Every work of 
Christian charity helps the poor souls, if it is offered up for them; 
but the holy Mass, the reception of holy communion, almsgiving, 
fasting, works of penance and prayer help them most. 

May we, during the month of November, pray fervently for 
the suffering souls and gain as many indulgences as possible. 
Oh, how the poor souls long for this assistance! 





Sbort Questions and Answers Concerning Indulgences. 


What is an indulgence ?—An indulgence is a remission, grant- 
ed outside of the sacrament of penance, of a part or all of the 
temporal punishment due to sin. 

Has the Church the power to grant indulgences ?—Yes, this 
is an article of faith. 

To whom did Christ our Lord give this power ?—To the Apos- 
tles, that is to St. Peter and his successors, the Roman Pontiffs. 

Have the Popes always exercised this power?— Yes, this is 
clearly shown in the history of the Church. 

Are mortal and venial sins remitted by indulgences?—No, 
only the temporal punishment is remitted after the mortal or the 
venial sins have already been forgiven. 

Does the remission of temporal punishment cover only the 
penances imposed in the sacrament of penance or also the pun- 
ishments imposed immediately by the justice of God?—Yes, the 
remission extends to all temporal punishment, for Christ said to 
St. Peter and in him to all the popes, “‘Whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven.’’ 

What is a plenary indulgence?—In olden times a plenary 
indulgence was the entire remission of the penances imposed in 
confession. By a plenary indulgence we now understand the re- 
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mission of all the temporal punishment, which the justice of God 
demands from us. 

What is a partial indulgence ?—In the ancient Church a par- 
tial indulgence was the remission of a part of the penance impos- 
ed in confession; now we understand a remission of a part of the 
temporal punishment imposed upon us by divine justice for our sins. 

What is meant by an indulgence of 7 years, 3 quarantines or 
300 days, etc. ?—Formerly it meant the remission of the canonical 
penances that had been imposed for 7 years, 3 lents, 300 days, etc.; 
now we understand the remission of so much suffering in purga- 
tory, as would have been cancelled by doing penance for 7 years, 
3 lents, 300 days, etc. The nature and duration of the sufferings 
remitted are a mystery known only to God. 

Must we be in the state of grace to gain an indulgence ?—Yes; 
a person whose soul is stained by grievous sin deserves hell; hell 
and indulgences are incompatible. 

Can we obtain the remission of the temporal punishment due 
to sin, if the guilt of the sin has not been remitted ?—No, the pun- 
ishment of sin can never be remitted so long as the soul is stained 
by the guilt of sin. 

Is it possible that a number of plenary indulgences which, 
however, were not gained in full, are not sufficient to release a 
poor soul ?—Yes, these indulgences resemble partial indulgences. 

Must we go to confession in order to gain an indulgence, even 
when we are not in the state of mortal sin?—Confession and 
communion are usually one of the conditions for gaining a plen- 
ary indulgence; but whosoever habitually goes to confession every 
week or every two weeks, can gain the indulgences granted for 
the intervening period, even if confession is one of the conditions 
prescribed for gaining these indulgences. To gain a partial in- 
dulgence one need not go to confession unless this is expressly 
mentioned as a condition. 

What are the most essential conditions for gaining a plenary 
indulgence ?—1. The performance of the good work, or the pray- 
er, to which the indulgence is attached. 2. Confession. 3. Com- 
munion. 4. The visit toachurch or public chapel. 5. Some vocal 
prayers according to the intention of the Holy Father, that is, for 
the propagation of the faith, the extirpation of heresy, for the 
maintenance of peace and unity among Christian princes, etc. 

If an indulgence can be gained in a church or chapel must 
we communicate there?—No, it is necessary only to visit that 
church or chapel. 
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If a person communicates in the church or chapel where the 
indulgence can be gained and prays according to the intention of 
the Holy Father, is it necessary to visit the church a second 


time ?—No. 
But if no particular church is mentioned, what church should 


be visited ?—Any church or public oratory. 

If a visit to a church is prescribed, must a visit be made as 
often as we wish to gain the indulgence ?—Yes. 

What prayers must we say according to the intention of the 
pope?—Any prayer can be said; usually five Our Fathers and 
five Hail Marys. 

Can the indulgence; be offered for the souls in purgatory ?— 
Yes, if the pope, when granting the indulgence, has declared 


they can. 
Will God in His goodness and mercy accept the indulgences 


for the poor souls ?—Yes, this is the universal] belief. 

Must we not fear that the treasury of the Church, from which 
she grants indulgences, may once be exhausted ?—The superabun- 
dant merits of Jesus Christ, together with the great merits of Mary 
and the saints, form the treasury of the Church; the treasury of 
the Church is as inexhaustible as are these, therefore we need 
never fear that it will be exhausted. 

Why is it that devotion for the poor souls and the esteem for 
indulgences are visibly on the increase in our days?—To this 
question a pious priest gave the following answer: It is probably 
because the end of the world is nearer than many may be inclined 
to believe. The justice of God demands the same satisfaction 
from those who will live until the end, as from those who have 
long since died. 

Before the Day of Judgment every debt must be paid, for 
then purgatory will be no more. Until that time all satisfaction 
must be made for those who are still in purgatory as well as for 
those who will still go to purgatory. This will be accomplished 
by the increasing devotion for the poor souls, by the numerous 
Masses which are caused to be read for them, and by the merit 
acquired by those who perform this act of charity, as also indeed 
by the increased indulgences of the Church. 





In future we will have the so-called Crozierrosaries blessed every 
Monday. As blessed rosaries can not be sold, offerings intended for such, 
should be sent in advance. 
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The Dead Hand. 


ISTER Teresa Margaret Gesta was struck by apoplexy on 
the 4th of November, 1859, without any premonitory 
symptoms to forewarn her of her danger; and, without 
recovering consciousness, she breathed her last at four 

o'clock in the afternoon of the same day. Her companions were 
plunged into the deepest sorrow, for the Sister was a general fa- 
vorite; but they resigned themselves to the will of God. Whilst 
lamenting the death of one who had been to them a model, com- 
forter, and mother, they consoled themselves by the remembrance 
of the virtues of which she was a splendid example, and of which 
they never tired speaking. 

Twelve days had passed since her death. Some of the Sisters 
felt a certain kind of dread of going alone to the places frequented 
by the departed one; but Sister Anna Felix Menghini, a person 
of a lively and pleasant disposition, often rallied them, good-hu- 
moredly, on their fears. 

About ten o'clock in the forenoon, this same Sister Anna, 
having charge of the clothing, was proceeding to the work-room. 
Having gone up-stairs, she heard a mournful voice, which at first 
she thought might be that of a cat shut up in the clothes-press. 
She opened and examined it carefully, but found nothing. A sud- 
den and unaccountable fecling of terror came over her, and she 
cried out, ‘‘Jesus, Mary, what can it be?’’ She had hardly uttered 
these words when she heard the same mournful voice as at first, 
which exclaimed in a gasping sob, “‘O my God, how I suffer!’’ 
The religious, though surprised and trembling, recognized dis- 
tinctly the voice of Sister Teresa; she took courage and asked her, 
“Why?” 

**On account of poverty,’’ answered the voice. 

“‘What!’’ replied Sister Anna, ‘and you were so poor!’ 

‘‘Not for me,’” was answered, “but for the nuns....If one 


’ 


you—beware for yourself.’’ 

At the same time the room was darkened by a thick smoke, 
and the shadow of Sister Teresa, moving towards the exit, went 
up the step, talking as it moved. Sister Anna was so frightened 
that she could not make out what the spirit said. Having reached 
the door, the apparition spoke again, ‘‘This isa mercy of God!”’ 
And in proof of the reality, with its open hand it struck the upper 
panel of the door near the frame, leaving the impression of the 
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hand more perfect than it could have been made by the most 
skillful artist with a hot iron. 


Remained in Prayer till after Sunset. 


Sister Anna was like Balthasar: “‘Then was the king’s coun- 
tenance changed, and his thoughts troubled him; and the joints 
of his loins were loosed, and his knees struck one against the 
other.’’ (Dan., v. 6). She could not stir for a considerable time; 
she did not even dare to turn her head. But at last she tottered 
out and called one of her companions, who hearing her feeble, 
broken words, ran to her with another Sister; and presently the 
whole community was gathered round in alarm. They learned 
in a confused manner what had taken place, perceived the smell 
of burnt wood, and noticed a whitish cloud or mist that filled the 
room and made it almost dark. They examined the door carefully 
though tremblingly, and recognized the fac-simile of Sister Te- 
resa’s hand; and, filled with terror, they fled to the choir. 

There the Sisters, forgetting the need of food and rest, re- 
mained in prayer till after sunset, abandoning everything in their 
anxiety to procure relief for their beloved Sister Teresa. The 
zealous Minorite Fathers, who have the spiritual direction of the 
convent, learning what had happened, were equally earnest in 
offering prayers and sacrifice, and in singing the psalms for the 
dead. Many of the faithful likewise assembling, not through idle 
curiosity, but out of genuine piety, joined in the recitation of the 
rosary and other prayers, though the deceased Sister was almost 
entirely unknown to the people. Her observance of the Rule 
was very strict, and she scrupulously avoided all intercourse with 
people outside her convent. But still large numbers crowded to 
join in those devotions for her. 


For the Instruction of the People. 


Sister Anna, who was more worn out by excitement than the 
other religious, was directed to retire early the following night. 
She herself confesses that she was fully resolved next day to re- 
move, at any cost, the obnoxious marks of the hand. But Sister 
Teresa appeared to her ina dream, saying, ‘You intend to re- 
move the sign which I have left. Know that it is not in your 
power to do so, even with aid of others; for it is there by the 
command of God, for the instruction of the people. By His just 
and inexorable judgment I was condemned to the dreadful fires 
of purgatory for forty years on account of my condescension to 
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the will of some of the nuns. I thank you and those who joined 
in sO many prayers to the Lord for me; all of which He was 
pleased in His mercy to accept as suffrages for me, and especially 
the Seven Penitential Psalms, which were such a relief!’’ And 
then, with a smiling countenance, she added, *‘Oh! blessed rags, 
that are rewarded with such rich garments! Oh! happy poverty, 
that brings such glory to those who truly observe it! Alas! how 
many suffer irreparable loss, and are in torments, because, under 
the cloak of necessity, poverty is known and valued by few!’’ 
Finally, Sister Anna, lying down as usual on the night of the 
19th, heard her name distinctly pronounced by Sister Teresa. 
She awoke, all in a tremor, and sat up, unable to answer. Her 
astonishment was great when, near the foot of the bed, she saw 
a globe of light that made the cell as bright as noonday, and she 
heard the spirit say ina joyful voice, “On the day of the Passion 
I died (on Friday), and on the day of the Passion I goto glory.... 
’’ Then saying 
three times, ‘‘Adieu!’’ the globe was transformed into a thin, 
white, shining cloud, rose towards heaven, and disappeared. 
The zealous Bishop of the diocese having heard of these 
events, instituted the process of examination on the 23rd of the 
same month. The grave was opened in presence of a large num- 
ber of persons assembled for the occasion; the impression of the 
hand on the door was compared with the hand of the dead, and 
both were found to correspond exactly. The door itself was set 
apart in a safe place and guarded. Many persons being anxious 
to see the impression, it was allowed to be visited, after a certain 
lapse of time, and with due precautions, by such as had secured 
the necessary permission. ‘Ave Maria,” Nov. 17, 1883. 





Tbree Hew Pictures. 


We have three fine pictures of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and one of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The latter is 
a companion to the Sacred Heart picture, which many of 
our readers have already received. The price of the pic- 
tures is so low that even families of moderate means may 
easily procure a few of these beautiful works of art, where- 
with to adorn their homes. 
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Punisbments of Purgatory for Different 
kinds of Sins. 


E find detailed descriptions of purgatory and its punish- 
ments in the lives of many saints, who have been 
favored with revelations concerning this abode of pain 
or who have been particularly devoted to the holy 

souls. Especially instructive in this regard is the life of Vener- 
able Mary Frances of the Blessed Sacrament. She had such 
intimate communication with them that they came in troops to 
her cell to ask for her intercession; and in order to better arouse 
her compassion they usually appeared to the Servant of God 
bearing the instruments which in life had been the cause of their 
sins, and which were now transformed into instruments of torture. 

Bishops appeared to her with fiery miters, in their hands a 
crosier of fire, and a pectoral cross of flame upon their breasts, to 
signify in this manner that they had to suffer and atone for sins 
and negligences of which they had been guilty in their pastor- 
ate. Priests appeared to her clad in fiery vestments, the stole 
transformed into a glowing chain, their hands covered with fright- 
ful ulcers, to show how much they had to suffer for their want of 
fidelity and care in the administration of the divine mysteries. 
One day she saw among others a religious surrounded by costly 
objects glowing in fire: bookcases, softly cushioned chairs, beau- 
tiful pictures, etc., which now formed his purgatory and through 
which he suffered frightfully, since in the purchase of these ob- 
jects and their possession he had sinned against his holy vow of 
poverty. A notary appeared to her with pen, inkstand and 
paper, the materials which had served him in the making of his 
documents; he also carried a purse which, together with the 
other burning instruments, caused him extreme suffering on 
account of the many injustices into which he had been drawn 
through his greed of gain. 


The Sin of Vanity. 


Among the sins which God especially abhors and which are 
punished with particular severity in purgatory, vanity occupies a 
foremost place. We quote two examples which will be particu- 
larly instructive to the young, who are oftentimes so vain and 
desirous of attracting attention, spending so much time upon the 
adornment of their persons, without a thought of the heavy 
punishment they are preparing for themselves in the world to 
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come. The first example is taken from the revelations of St. 
Bridget and tells of a young maiden of distinguished family, who 
was seen by the Saint in purgatory, doing severe penance for the 
. sins of vanity which she had committed during her lifetime. And 
what asight! Her head, of which the young lady had taken such 
great care and which she had adorned so daintily, was now veiled 
in flames; her shoulders and arms were encircled with glowing 
chains, because she had worn dresses low-necked and without 
sleeves; her feet which had glided so gracefully over the dance 
floor, were twined about with serpents, tormenting her continually 
with their poisonous bites and defiling her with their horrible 
slaver. Ina word, all the members of her body which formerly 
she had adorned as a means of arousing sinful desires in others, 
were now tortured in the most frightful manner. 

Constantly she accused her mother, crying out in sorrowful 
accents: “‘Oh, mother, mother, what hast thou done! Thy 
foolish indulgence, which has been more fatal to me than if thou 
hadst hated me with a deadly hatred, has brought upon me this 
terrible misery. Thou didst take me to festivals, to ball and 
theatre, where my soul was poisoned. Even though thou didst 
teach me to pray and gavest me good advice, the once awakened 
worldliness and attachment to worldly pleasures got the upper 
hand and never again left me, and that I am not eternally lost, I 
have the good God to thank forall eternity. He has indeed been 
especially merciful to me in giving me at the last moment the 
extraordinary grace of true repentance.”’ 


Totally Forsaken. 


The second example is taken from the life of the Blessed 
Mary Villani, written by Father Maschi. One day, as this devout 
servant of God was praying for the poor souls, she was trans- 
ported in spirit into purgatory, and saw there a soul who suffered 
much more than any of the others, being entirely enveloped in 
flames, which tortured her without a moment's respite. Full of 
tenderest compassion the servant of God asked the poor soul the 
cause of her dreadful sufferings and received the following answer: 
‘I have been here already a long time in order to atone by this 
frightful punishment for the sins of vanity which I committed 
during my lifetime, and for the scandal I gave by my ostentation. 
Until now I have not felt the least alleviation in my torments. 
God in His justice has permitted that I have been entirely forgot- 
ten by my friends and relatives, yea, even by my own children, as 
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a punishment for having, on account of my foolish vanity and 
desire to please, so ignominiously forgotten Him, my Creator and 
Lord, my loving Father, and for having so frivolously neglected 
the duties of my state.”’ 


The Sin of Scandal. 


It is then the sin of scandal that, after vanity, is punished in 
purgatory in a particular manner. Not without good reason did 
our Lord pronounce a woe upon those who give scandal: ‘Woe 
to that man by whom the scandal cometh. It were better for 
him that a mill-stone should be hanged about his neck, and that 
he should be drowned in the depths of the sea.’’ And not 
without reason did He add the words: ‘‘And if thy hand or thy 
foot scandalize thee, cut it off and cast it from thee: it is better 
for thee to go into life maimed or lame, than having two hands or 
two feet, to be cast into everlasting fire. And if thy eye scandal- 
ize thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee 
having one eye to enter into life, than having two eyes to be cast 
into hell fire.’” Scandal is indeed an insupportable abomination 
in the eyes of God. And yet how often is not scandal given in 
the world, and how frequently without our even acknowledging it 
assuch. This is especially true of obscene pictures, which under 
the plea that they are works of art, and that in this case we must 
not be too exact, are not seldom found in the houses of persons 
who are otherwise faithful Catholics. It is the purpose of the 
following example to show how God regards such pictures and 
how He punishes those who produce them. 


The Painter and his Immoral Picture. 


A renowned painter, who was at the same time a good Chris- 
tian, had for a time allowed himself to be misled, and produced 
some pictures which more or less offended against morality. 
Having, by the grace of God, been brought to a better state of 
mind, he sincerely repented and from that time forward, devoted 
himself exclusively to the painting of religious subjects. His last 
work was a large fresco, painted for a Carmelite Monastery. He 
had scarcely finished this work when he was overtaken by death. 
Feeling that his end was near, he begged the prior of the monas- 
tery to have Masses said for the repose of his soul, for the sum 
of money still due to him for his work. A few days after his 
death, and when a number of Masses had already been celebrated 
for him, he appeared, enveloped in flames, to one of the religious 
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who had remained in the choir to pray after the other monks had 
retired. Frightened and astonished the monk asked if he were 
the artist who had recently died so beautiful and peaceful a death 
in their monastery, and if so, what was the cause of his being in 
so deplorable a condition. The deceased answered : 

‘‘When, after death, I appeared before the judgment-seat of 
God, I saw myself surrounded by a great number of persons, who 
accused me to Divine Justice of being the cause of the sufferings 
they had to undergo in purgatory; for an immoral picture which 
I had produced, had been the cause of their impure thoughts and 
desires. But what filled me with still greater terror, was, that at 
the same time, I saw a number of lost souls rising from hell, cry- 
ing out for vengance and demanding my condemnation to eternal 
flames, because by my immoral pictures I had been the cause of 
their eternal damnation. To my great relief there descended 
from heaven a multitude of saints, who interceded for me with 
the Divine Judge, representing to Him that it was my youthful 
thoughtlessness and the bad example of others which had led me 
to exhibit scandalous pictures, and how later, I had devoted my- 
self with so much the more zeal to produce religious subjects, and 
how much good had been effected by my devotional paintings. 

“I, therefore, owe my escape from the pains of hell to the 
intercession of the saints; but the Lord has condemned me to 
suffer in purgatory untill the last of my bad pictures, of which 
there is but one more in existence, shall be burned and can no 
longer be the cause of sin. I beg of you, my father, go to the 
owner of this picture, who himself ordered me to paint it, make 
known to him my condition, and ask him in my name, to burn 
the picture at once. Tell him also that as he caused me to make 
the picture, he shall in punishment for the offence, loose both his 
sons, and that in case he does not burn the picture, he too shall 
die in a short time.’’ 

At once the good priest went to the owner of the picture, 
who, to comply with the request of the deceased, burned the 
picture upon the spot. But notwithstanding the readiness with 
which he had acceded to the request, his two sons died within a 
month. This made so deep an impression on the man that he 
withdrew from the world and devoted himself exclusively to ex- 
ercises of penance until the end of his life. Rosignoli. 
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St. Bridget of Sweden and the Poor Souls. 


AINT Bridget was a wealthy Swedish princess. For many 
years she lived in Rome with her saintly daughter Cath- 
erine, drawn thither by a desire of being near the great 
sanctuaries of Christendom. During her stay there, the 

city was visited by multitudes of pilgrims, who, during the year 
1350, flocked thither from every Christian country, in order to 
gain the jubilee indulgence granted that year. From Christmas 
until Easter Sunday, which fell on March 28th, there were some- 
times aS many as 1,200,000 pilgrims in the city, and never was 
their number less than 1,000,000. From Easter until Pentecost 
the number never fell below 800,000. 


The Swedish Soldier and the Fubilee Wndulgence. 


Among the pilgrims there was a distinguished soldier from 
the Swedish province Schoner, whom Bridget had converted by 
her prayers and exhortations. He died soon after gaining the 
jubilee indulgence and appeared to the Saint. She beheld him 
clothed in a scarlet garment on which there were some black 
spots. While she was looking attentively at the apparition, it 


vanished from her sight. After three days the deceased appeared 
to her again, his scarlet robe ornamented with a few glittering 
gems. As the Saint was thinking what all this might signify, our 
Lord said to her: ““This person was wholly engrossed with the 
cares of this world, but as he possessed the true faith, he came 
to Rome, in order to gain the jubilee indulgence, to obtain divine 
love, as well as the grace, never to offend God in the future by 
any wilful sin.’’ 

‘The scarlet robe signifies the divine love, he, although im- 
perfect, obtained before his death. The black spots signify the 
natural love for home and country, which too strongly swayed 
his soul and fettered it to this transitory life. But he had given 
over to Me his entire will, and thereby merited to be purified and 
prepared for something higher. The glittering gems, sparkling 
on his garments, when you saw him the second time, signify that 
in consequence of his good will and the efficacy of the jubilee 
indulgence, he approached nearer to his crown. Behold, my 
daughter, and consider, how many graces are bestowed upon 
mankind through indulgences; for verily the grace and love of 
God are bestowed upon the faithful on account of this indulgence, 
which my saints have merited and acquired by their blood.”’ 
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Bridget Hdmonisbes a Superioress. 


At another time our Lord commanded Bridget, to admonish 
the Superioress of a certain convent near Rome. The long peace 
enjoyed by the Church, and the wealth which some communities 
had derived from pious foundations, as also the circumstance, that 
contrary to the wish of the Church, many children of noble fam- 
ilies were forced to enter the religious state without a vocation, 
had caused religious discipline to relax. The ancient rules were 
no longer strictly observed, and in some places the life led by the 
religious was very worldly. According to the command of our 
Lord, the Saint threatened the above mentioned Superioress with 
a terrible judgment if she did not return to the faithful observance 
of the rule, and give up her fine clothing and all proprietorship. 
She foretold that death would soon overtake her and the terrible 
judgment that she would have to undergo in case she did not at 
once endeavor to make amends for the past. 

The Superioress, who held the Saint in high esteem, accepted 
this severe reproach with humility and marks of true contrition. 
She placed herself under Bridget's direction and soon after died 
a blessed death. Having prayed much for the repose of this 
soul, the servant of God saw her one night, clothed in a white 


garment, but as if wrapped in a net of glowing iron. Her tongue 
burned as if on fire, her hands and feet seemed to be of lead, and 
copious tears streamed from her eyes. Bridget trembled at the 
frightful aspect of the apparition. But the soulsaid toher: ‘You 
are amazed because I appear to you so fearfully disfigured. This 
is the retribution of God's justice.’’ 


Due to her Virginity. 


‘‘The white garment I wear is the reward of my virginity, 
which by the grace of God I preserved intact. The iron net in 
which you see me bound, signifies, that I did not observe our rule 
and consequently did not acquire the precious treasure of pa- 
tience. For as a net is made up of many meshes, thus must I 
suffer for the omission of many good works, for which I had both 
time and opportunity. It is just, that my tongue seems to be 
burning, because, contrary to my holy vows, I employed it in so 
many vain and idle conversations. My handsand feet appear as 
of lead, because my works, which are signified by my hands and 
which should have glittered like gold, were like lead. My feet, 
which should have been employed in walking before my sisters in 
zeal and good example, trod the slippery path of worldly things 
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and were often slothful in good works. My eyes are filled with 
tears, because I spared them the tears with which I should have 
blotted out all the negligences of my life. Nevertheless, I am in 
the state of grace and have obtained mercy. I await eternal 
beatitude in virtue of the satisfaction made in the Church, the 
prayers of the saints, and the blood of Christ.’’ 

In speaking of the vision to the sisters of the deceased, Brid- 
get pointed out to them how inexpressibly pleasing virginity is 
to God, and that in consideration thereof He often bestows great 
graces on souls, whereby they are enabled to free themselves 
from other sins, thus securing their eternal salvation. 





A Beautiful Example. 


The following fact is related by the Treasurer of an Associ- 
ation for the souls in purgatory. He himself was personally cog- 
nizant of the circumstances of the case. We leave him to speak: 

**Mr. ,’ said he, “was one of our first and most fervent 
associates. His devotedness for good works is well known, so 
that he is everywhere regarded as an acquisition in all pious 
enterprises. His exemplary conduct rendered him, moreover, 
one of the most precious auxiliaries of the work. Hence his zeal, 
instead of slackening, did but go on increasing; and whereas, in 
the beginning, his collection amounted only to some dollars, after 
a while he often brought me forty or fifty dollars for the suffering 
souls. May heaven bless that fervent associate, and may his ex- 
ample serve as a lesson to the indifferent ! 

‘During eighteen months, or two years, this pious and zeal- 
ous member brought me every six months,—with other moneys,— 
the sum of fifteen dollars which was thus periodically sent 
him; and each time that I asked him whence this money came, he 
answered that he knew nothing of it himself; that it was sent 
him by a worthy man without further information, and so he 
brought it to me without asking, or knowing anything more. 


Getting to the Bottom of the Mystery. 


“‘Desirous of getting to the bottom of this mystery, I resolved 
to try and find out what it meant. I, one day, asked Mr. to 
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tell me the name of this generous protector of the poor souls, for 
I was going to hunt him up.—‘Oh!’ said he, ‘it is Such-a-one; he 
lives a long way off, towards Hochelaga, but, indeed, I cannot 
tell you the exact place.’ 

‘‘Such vague information embarassed me no little. I, never- 
theless, took the City Directory, but, alas! there were fully 
twenty-five persons of the same name. Resolved, however, to 
put an end to this uncertainty, I proceeded, with the little infor- 
mation I had, to the place indicated to me; I arrive at a house 
bearing the name of the new benefactor of our work. I go in at 
a venture; it was a little shoe-store, scarcely fifteen feet square, 
somewhat gloomy and not over-clean, owing, probably, to the 
nature of the business carried on there; the whole appearance of 
the place was, indeed, very unlike one where much money could 
be made. Going in, I perceived sitting in the farther end of the 
store, a man whose face was so expressive of goodness, so open 
and so calm, that only a good conscience could leave so gracious 
an imprint on the features, and I said to myself, “That is he.’— 
Then I asked aloud, ‘You are Mr. Such-a-one?’—‘That is my 
name,’ he answered, with a pleasant smile.— ‘But is it you who 
has sent us every six months for two years, the sum of fifteen 
dollars,—thirty dollars a year,—for the souls in purgatory, apart 
from your regular contribution ?’—‘Yes,’ said he quietly, and still 
with the same smile on his lips.—‘Ah!’ said I, ‘we are very 
grateful to you, and the holy souls will surely be mindful of you. 
I suppose you have a great compassion for those poor souls who 
suffer so much, and that this inspires you with zeal, and so you 
make up this sum amongst your friends and neighbors; or they, 
perhaps, bring it to your house, quarter by quarter, as is done 
elsewhere ?’—‘No!’ said he, still very quietly, ‘no, it is my own 
little share.’.—‘How! your own little share?’ and instinctively I 
cast a glance around the little store, which seemed hardly to jus- 
tify the giving of sucha sum. ‘How! your little share? but we 
find it a very large and generous one, and we are happy that your 
zeal and charity make it seem to you so small. Heaven will 
bless you for it. Still there must be something hidden under 
these gifts, so often repeated; the holy souls must have done you 
some favor. Please tell me, then, what induces you to give so 
handsome a sum every year, without being asked ?’ 


Wf Placed My Business under the Care of the Suffering Souls. 


‘* ‘Well, I will not conceal from you that the souls in purga- 
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tory have visibly protected me; and to make known to you, ina 
few words, all my little history, I must tell you that, two or three 
years ago, I heard people speak so favorably of the Association 
for the souls in purgatory—I heard so much about it, indeed, that 
from that day forward, I placed all my little business under the 
care of the suffering souls, and ever since, I am happy to tell you, 
to the credit of those holy souls, that my affairs go, as if they 
were on wheels!’ (These are his own words.) ‘I give my thirty- 
three dollars a year without any injury to myself; on the contrary, 
all goes the better for it. My store is not much to look at, but it 
is well filled, and all that isin itismy own. Apart from that, and 
what is still better, I have not a penny of debt.’ 

‘‘He then added, in a lower tone, ‘I have, moreover, the 
happiness of honoring in that way the thirty-three years of labors 
and sufferings which our Divine Lord spent on earth. That 
thought does my poor heart good. — 

‘* “Ah, sir,’ said he, with an impulse of true faith which made 
my heart thrill—‘Ah, sir, if men believed more, they would do 
wonders, and the word of our Lord never fails, and He has said 
that the more one gives the more they receive, for charity never 
makes any one poor; only we must give without distrust and 
without speculation.’ 

‘“‘T warmly shook hands with this admirable man, and return- 
ed home as charmed with my visit as delighted with so much 
faith. Then I said to myself, ‘There is a fine example to follow. 
How many others might have no debts, if they knew how to make 


1? ” 


sacrifices for the dear suffering souls! 
‘‘Almanac of the souls in purgatory,” 1877. 





Remark.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decree of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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St. Benedict’s Fubilee Medal. 


Plenary WMndulgences, 


Those who devoutly wear St. Benedict’s Jubilee Medal can 
gain a plenary indulgence on the following days: 
On the feast of St. Maurus, Jan. 15. 
On the feast of St. Scholastica, Feb. to. 
On the feast of St. Benedict, March 21. 
On the feast of St. Placidus, Oct. 5. 
On the feast of All Saints of the Benedictine Order, Nov. 13. 
On the feast of St. Gertrude, Nov. 17. 


Once a year, at choice. 
All those, who pray the rosary at least once a week, or visit 


the sick, or relieve the poor, or read or hear Mass, can gain a plen- 
ary indulgence on the following days: Christmas, Epiphany, Eas- 
ter, Ascension, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, and Corpus Christi; 
and on the following feasts of our Lady: Immaculate Conception, 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, Presentation, Annunciation, As- 
sumption, as also on the feast of All Saints. Conditions for the 
gaining of these plenary indulgences: holy Communion and the 
usual prayers according to the intention of the Holy Father. 

Lastly a plenary indulgence at the hour of death, after the 
reception of the last Sacraments, or if they cannot be received, 
upon making an act of perfect contrition and invoking with one’s 
lips, or at least in the heart, the holy names of Jesus and Mary. 

Besides these there are many partial indulgences attached to 
the devout wearing of the St. Benedict's Jubilee Medal. Whoso- 
ever prays for the spreading of the Order of St. Benedict obtains a 
share in all the good works performed in the Order. The Medal 
can also be enriched with the Papal Indulgences. 


MALEK 


The ‘‘Toties Quoties’’ Mndulgence on All Souls’ Day. 


His Holiness Pope Pius X., has granted to all those who habit- 
ually wear the St. Benedict’s Jubilee Medal, a plenary indulgence 
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on All Souls’ Day and they can gain this plenary indulgenceas often 
as they visit a church or public chapel and spend each time about 
five minutes in prayer according to the intention of the Holy 
Father. It will suffice if one had gone to confession on the 30th 
or 31st of October and receives holy Communion on the feast of 
All Saints or on All Souls’ Day. 

The time during which these visits can be made extends from 
about twe o'clock in the afternoon of All Saints’ Day until six 
o'clock of the evening of All Souls’ Day. It is sufficient if at each 
visit we merely leave the church and re-enter it again. 

All our readers will certainly strive most earnestly by gaining 
the 7oties Quoties Indulgence on All Souls’ Day, to obtain relief 
for the poor souls, or deliverance from their pains. 


Caution. 


We hereby wish to caution the faithful against imitations of 
the St. Benedict’s Jubilee Medal. Only those Jubilee Medals 
which are struck by the Abbey Monte Cassino, Italy, the Mother- 
house of the Benedictine Order, have the privilege of the Zutes 
Quoties Indulgence. In order to quiet every doubt, on the part of 
our friends, concerning this indulgence, we wish to state that all 
the Jubilee Medals which are obtained at our convent have been or- 
dered directly from Monte Cassino. Persons not yet possessing 
one of these Jubilee Medals, can obtain such by writing to us and 
enclosing a small offering, which will be used for the adornment 
of the chapel. 





Approbation and Recommendation. 


St. JosepH, Mo. May 25, 1905. 


Rev. Dear Mother, 
I beg to say that your periodical of the 
Blessed Sacrament ‘*Tabernacle and Purgatory”’ has 
my hearty approval and recommendation. Wishing the 
Association of Perpetual Adoration every success and 
blessing, 
I remain, with great regard, 
Very sincerely yours in Christ, 
+ M. F. Burke, Bishop of St. Joseph. 
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From the Lite of Fatber Paul. 


Fatber Paul and his Love of God. 


Blop will not ask, “‘Have you done much?’’ but, ‘‘Have 
you worked for the love of God?’ (Quantity is not 
sufficient, it is quality that is necessary. 

To the superioress of a convent he wrote: “‘It is by 
love that we can overcome the all-powerful God; He is so sensible 
of love, that He can refuse us nothing.’’ 

“On rising in the morning, many persons offer to God all 
their actions of the day, saying, ‘All for the glory of God.’ But 
they should say ‘A// for the love and glory of God,’ because 
love comes before all else.’’ 

One morning, very early, Father Paul seeing a peasant who 
had come a long distance, through a terrific snow storm, to hear 
Mass at the church of Steenbrugge, he said to him: ‘“‘If you 
could see the immense merits which your courage has procured 
for you, you would be astonished; and you would increase them 
in an incredible manner, by saying “A// for the love of Jesus.’’’ 


The Blessing of the Motber of God. 


Father Paul related the following vision to a person living in 
Thielt: ‘‘One evening, in the year 1895, after our spiritual exer- 
cises, I was walking through the abbey cloister, reciting, accord- 
ing to my custom, three Hail Marys, in honor of our Lady, to 
obtain her maternal blessing, when all at once I saw this good 
Mother, clothed in a robe of dazzling whiteness; she approached 
and made the sign of the cross on my forehead with her thumb. 
The emotion which I felt is indescribable, and if the apparition 
had lasted two minutes longer, Father Paul had been no longer 
of this world, asI should no. longer have been able to bear such 
a brilliant apparition.’’ Father Paul related two other visions to 
the same person : 

“One day, while I knelt in adoration before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed, I saw Jesus standing before me. He was 
clothed in a white garment of dazzling beauty.’’ 

*‘A very pious girl was saying the rosary of the nine choirs 
of angels, in our church. I saw above her head nine silver 
threads, which kept continually moving up and down. This sym- 
bolized the joy felt by the nine choirs, at the homage paid them.’”’ 
Father Paul loved to propagate this devotion to the nine choirs 
of angels. 
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Fatber Paul and His Spirit of Mortification. 


Father Paul said that he gave himself the discipline daily 
for the following intentions: 

First, for the perseverance of the just; second, for the con- 
version of sinners; third, for the Church; fourth, for the souls in 
purgatory; fifth, for the temporal and eternal happiness of his 
benefactors. He used to say that a great many souls then 
appeared to him and cried out: ‘‘For me, please! For me! For 
me!’’ 

Fatber Paul and the Poor Souls. 

The souls in purgatory had a great friend in Father Paul. 
He relates: “‘One day I was very ill in my cell, and was lean- 
ing with my elbow on the back of my chair, when I heard, quite 
close to me, groans and lamentations. I turned round, and 
beheld a soul enveloped in flames, and loaded with chains. This 
soul asked me to remember her in my prayers, and especially at 
the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. I said to her, ‘Pray for me, I 
shall pray for you.’ At that very instant the soul disappeared 
and I found myself cured. Shortly after, this soul was released 
and came to thank me.”’ 

In the year 1894, a certain man lost his life in a terrible 
accident at Termonde. On this occasion Father Paul made the 
following remark: “‘He had no religion, and never went to 
church, but his soul is not lost, hecause at his last moment he 
offered up his life in expiation of his sins. All the same he will 
remain a long time in purgatory.”’ 


Fatber Paul and the Evil Spirit. 


A young lady writes: “‘One day, while at Steenbrugge, 
Father Paul advised me to pray daily in union with the sufferings 
of Jesus Crucified, and to the Sorrowful Mother. He said that 
he did so himself, and he attributed to these prayers the large 
number of sinners who came to confession to him; and for that 
reason the devil had vowed a special hatred against him. ‘One 
night,’ he added, ‘the devil came to my cell, and leaped on my neck 
with indescribable rage, intending to strangle me.’ ‘But Father,’ I 
exclaimed, ‘how did you get rid of him’? ‘Well, my child, I in- 
voked Jesus in His love and said, O love! O infinite love! O 
ocean of love! How great was Your goodness towards men, that 
You should let Yourself be tempted by Satan in the desert! And 
immediately the devil fled, grumbling in a horrible manner, and 
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filling my cell with a pestilential odor. He often comes to tor- 
ment me.’ ’’ 

“‘Last night,’’ said Father Paul to a farmer, “‘the devil lifted 
me violently from my bed and threw me roughly on the floor.”’ 
“Although naturally I am not timid,’’ replied the farmer, ‘“‘I 
assure you I would tremble in all my limbs, if such a thing hap- 
pened to me. And were you not afraid?’ ‘‘Not at all,’’ answer- 
ed Father Paul, “‘it is the world we have to fear, where devils 
swarm and the devil reigns supreme.’’ 

‘In our days, the action of the evil spirit is less to be feared 
than ever. His power diminishes as the number of priests increa- 
ses, for the continual oblation of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
successfully neutralizes the efforts of Satan.’’ 


A New Book. 


Just off the press, a new booklet, entitled Consoling Reve- 
lations. This excellent little book will inspire the reader with 
great confidence in the Goodness and Mercy of God; will enkindle 
in his heart new zeal and devotion and will powerfully assist him 
in bearing his trials and sufferings patiently. 

We, therefore, most heartily recommend this booklet to our 


kind readers. For price, see cover. 
The Postmaster General. 


The time allowed by the Postmaster General for the 
payment of expired subscriptions, ends with the month of 
November. We would therefore respectfully request all 
subscribers who have paid their subscription only until 
May 1908, to favor us with a renewal or to inform us 
whether they wish to continue taking our booklet. 

We would be very grateful for the favor, if our kind 
readers would not send remittances in the form of postage 
stamps, provided they can conveniently do otherwise. 
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Consoling Revelations. 


From the writings of Saints Gertrude, Mechtild, Bridget and Catherine 
of Sienna. With frontispiece and pictures of the four saints. 8vo. 128 pages. 
Cloth, gilt title on cover, 40 cents. 

These Revelations will inspire the reader with great confi- 
dence in the goodness and mercy of God; they will show him the 
value of prayer and a holy intention; they will encourage him to 
receive the Sacraments with joy and will strengthen him in trials 
and sufferings. It would, indeed, be hard to find a book which 
offers to the Christian heart so much consolation and encourage- 


ment in so small a space. 
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Beautiful Half Tone Pictures. 


We are in possession of a number of beautiful pictures 
which we sell at very reasonable prices. Each of these 
works of art is an ornament to every Christian home and 
will prove a source of edification to old and young. 


Price of Pictures: 


Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18% x 29 in. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust wee 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 19 X 25 
Sacred Heart of Mary 19 X 25 
Ecce Homo 14% x 19 
Agony of our Lord 15 X 21% 
Mother Most Sorrowful 15x 21% 
Mother Most Amiable 17 X 25 
Mother Most Admirable QxII 
Angel Guardian 9% X21 
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